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5+ EDITORIAL
ey Let vs lead off this editorial with = thank-you note
thf& to all the swell fans who wrote about the first ish.
AT SN You seemed to like the idea of & repri: il il
/f? ,J You like this icous. TR TR fgre
;ﬁﬁb\( There are a few changes this issus. &4s you requested
+< (~5 Wwe have double-columened the whole issue. OSorry that

' i fhe cover is one color, next issue we'll have two col-
gl orse A real lanovation, we belie¥e, is our interior

4 foremat, Wec have begun all thc articles, etc. in the
front of the mag, and continued 1n the reapd of the

- @\;J? mag. This 1s the foremat followed in the slick fict-

- 7 = lon mags. Do you like it? Instead of 2 varicty in

i ~-,/ headings, we hove made them &ll similar, to form o

o e rythymnic pattern. Rythyn con turn to momotony, tho.

— e et us krfowswhat gy bhinlem -7 | neer oo A =
our selzétion committee-£3-wWorkitng now and herdé are Wis’ cHod-
ces:. D. B. THOMPSON:; Syntnesis, How Not To Believe 4 Critic,
The Dovil To Pay, 'Snow Use, Collecting, It's Fiction But Is

it Sricnce. ART WIDNER; Punping Stotion. JOE [ENNEDY; Death
in%v Life, ®blic in Bzkelite., HaROLD CHENEY, JR.; kMetropolis,
Len't zect the idea that the picking of metericl is o closed
matter, A1l your sucocstions will recieve close consideration.
Next issuc will lantroduce o feoture thot hos bhenn praciticall
begzed fore FANDOM'S HALL OF FolE; 2n article picked fron t%c
beet of yesteryeare Any Noninotions? 4And how about a better
namc for the fcature., Buggcstlons arec welcon.
Don't know ns wc should t&lk about o next issuc. If we noin-
tain this schedule, it will e somc timc 'orc #3 cowmcwout,
To put it bluntly, our loazincss coupled with our activitcs

(8 hre. worz, 4 brs. of p. g. high school, 8 hrs slcep, &
eating, drcscing, zolug to and from herc ant therc) makc the

rinting of FENTLSY L3PECTS o long drown out affair.. If sone
Nffans would 1ilke to help with thE€ typing, we night do bettecr.

B - FURELY ~FERBON.LL - the Edifor
AT the PHILCON last acugust, Jodt Spcer atterpted to bhove o reso-
plution passed putting the PHEILCON on rccord against the Shav-
cr Btories and the magazine featurinz them. Geol. Coldwell in
his last LUNLCY, expressed a forget-cbout-it, its~-their-busi-
ness attitude. I would like to take a stand mid-woy betwecn
these., Gcrtainl¥ ags fans end cnthusicots of fontasy fiction,
it is ecsential That we take an intcrest in the mags” that pre=
gcnt it. By virtuc of having rcad verying cnodnts of stf, we
con alaso fcel ablc to criticizc the storics thcy print. v 1is
to our intcrcst to discuss the Shever saga, cnd do o1 logical
rnd cthical to surprcss then, However &8 somcwhat esensible
peoplc, we rnust rcilze that no protest from o fow bundred fons
1s going to~dissuadc the publishcrs from & policy thot shose
boogted the noez to o clireulation woll over 200,00,
Miss Gnoedinger would like nothing norc than to give us the
0ld Funscy rcprints. Son Herwin would 1eag with joy if hc
could =bolish thc Bergey covers. John Conphcll would 1ike noth-
inz morc than o give us o lerge size astounding. They can't,
Popular pubs is bound to a no-rcprinl pedicy. Stoandard is de-
vot.d to its lurid, hack covcrs. Strecet & Bnith can't sparc
the peper Tor Lst,., It gceus certoin that Mr, Palner bhas alnost
frce hond with his two nags. He wonts poper? he gest as nuch op
~11 othere put togethcr. ort? 2ZD's art staff is ong of thc
bcst. Polner is 1n a position to 3ive s-T fans the droanm noge
Whot do we get? Shaver. No I'm not nad.  Just sick when I
think of whit .nezings Storics could be, then whot it is.
The sponcorship of this negozine by the N, Fe Fo Fo doas not
ncecssarily ncen that the NFFF or its Officers and ncnbers
opprove the views oxprcascd in this magozine.
e o L
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"Metropolis" is a top
contender for the greatest
scientifilim of all time,
I first saw it about 20
years azo, and I saw it feor
the 10th time a few months
azo, Tho the acting has
bscome dated, 1its feeling
of futurism has survived 2
decades -- 1ts Tfascination
is still fresh.

Thre picture opens 1n
the Fleasure Gardens of
Freder Fredersen, son of
the master of etropolis,
the supercity of 100 years
hence. Young Freder, clad
in the "balloon pants" typ-
jcal of the early work of
the artist Paul, 1is amor-
ougly chasinz about a biz-
arrely-clad group of beau-
tiful female aristocrats.
iaira, daughter of one of
the subterranean workers who
slave to keep thse surface
city operating, enters the
Gardens. With herisa zroup
of workers' children., Onan
annual holiday, she 1s stow
ing the underprivileqedtst
and =zirts how their "bro-

Neors" live,

It 1a love at first
aight for Freder, For the
first time in his presuma-
bly wastrel 1life he becomes
aware of the workers who
suprort him in such idle
luxury. He decends to the
lsvel of the lrachines to
obeerve their plisht,

‘Tork shifts 1in Metro-
polis are of 10 hours dura-
tion, and uvtterly drain the
men, vho march leadenly like
robots to the descending el-
evators at the end of their
work pericd, Freder 1is

dwarfed by the mammoth ma-
chines which are providing
power to a city of (van
Vogt's estimate) 20 million,
and watches awestruck at
their operation. The men
operating them become mere
automatons as they toil to
keep up with the required
adjustments,

One weary worker, un-
able to tend his job further
sees with horror an indic-
ator rising to the danger
mark.

Suddenly the gigantic
machine explodesi Tte stean
spurts from its seams, fhe
very Tfloors are shakeén.
Corpses fly thru the air.
Freder witnessing this dis-
aster, is dazed. 3efore his
very syes the smouldering
machine seems to take on
the form of a monstervgod
with gaping jaws. Iiploch!
he imagines he sees slaves
being whipped up the stairs
and into the fiery maw of
the machlne~diemon.

The workers, their
spirits long dulled by sub-
servience, are unaroused,
hethodically the dead and
maimed are removed, repairs
to the lMachine are com~
nenced, new drones take the
place of the missing men.
Freder rushes in alarm to
his father. High in his
citadel, John rredersen di-
restec the destiny of the
mighty Metropolis, uncaring
for “the downtrodden poor
who make his Juxury and
power possible., There is
only one word for the magc-
nificant city itself with
its aerial traffic arteries

e (PEEE 3) e



And stratoscrapers: Over-
whelming.

Freder babbles Tforth
of the trazadey he has Jjust
witnessed, Eis father 1is
cold to the sufferivg of
the subterranes., He 1is
merely anncoyed that his son
should have seen thig in-
cident, and heen so effected
by 1t. Freder 1s appaled
at his fatherls calloueness.

Determined to hielp
right the wrongs of his fa-
ther, Freder again descends
to the 1level of the ma-
chines. Here in the stesam-
murky atmosphere he conss
across a man feverishly at-
tempting to meet the demands
of a c¢loek-like machine.
The machire 18 man-tall,
with perhaps 60 bulbs on
ite circular surface. It
has three movable hands.
A8 bulbs flash on, the man
must move the nearest hand
to one, This, for 10 hours
at a time.

Tre overstrained work-
er c¢bllawses in Freder's
arms. Treder takes his
place. Unusea to such ex-
ertion, before long he 1s
in acony and crying aloud,
"1 did not know 1C hours

could be such torture "

For sone time John
Fredersen's spies have been
bringing him mysterious
scraps of paper, seeming to
show gsome catacomnbs below
the city, These shests tave
been found on the bodies of
dead workers, killed in ac-
cidents of wnen inadvertent-
ly édropped, Bzl | S
them, TFredersen decides to
visit Rotwang the inventor
to get his oninion on their
meaning.

Rowtang, & Dbrilliant
eccentric, 1lives in an old
house in the middle of the
city. Tre 5-pointed star,
ancient symbol of the al-

cheunist, appears in varicus
places arourd his houce.
He shows Fredersen nls lat-
ggt invention: a robot.
Lore properly it should be
termed a robotrix « nachan-
ical woman - for the Tbeauw
tiful metallic body is fem-
ininely rfashloned. Rowtang
commands his oreatlion to
rige. It slowly walks fore-
ward, extends a hand to
Fredersen who ig greatly im-
pressed.

lleanwhile, "Fredersen's
son, having donned a work-
sr's clothes and been ac-
cepted as one of them,
learns the meaning of the
gsecret sheets, They are
directions fror the meeting
place where Maria, the
worker's deughter with whom
he bhas falled in love,
preaches to ths workers,
he attends a gathering in
the catacombs, hears raria
tell the tale of the con-
struction of +the Tower OFf
Bahel. This 1s graphically
pletured. “Te gee the nohle
dream of an ancisnt s y-
scraper to reach Lo heavene.
But the men who concleved
the guver - building had no
care Tfor the hands which
would have to construct it.
At last the slaves revolted
and teore down the tremen-
dous ediface., "Haldway be-
tween the head and the rands

must the heart be' was the

moeral BN el Ust Ealle ,
Freder listened entranced.

John Fredersen, led to
a secret observation vantaze
by Rowtang, also heard Ma-
ria's lecture. he did not
like 1t. FHe instructed the
inventor: "eapture Faria,
Kake ‘ths robot into her
likeness. Send 1t among
the workers to stir up re-
Yol "

/1 nust interject my-
self 1ntoc +this synopsis at
this »point 1o state that

(cont. on waze 22)
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Beveral magazines have
presented articles gn produ-
cing snow by artificial means.
A certain Viuncent Scheafer
of the General Electric lab-
atories in Schenectady, LY,
developed this method in
which ©pellets of dry ice
(solidified carbon dloxide)
are spriunkled over .éloud
banks. The moisture in the
clouds iz aqgulck frozen and
drops 1n the form of snow,
It is expected that mountain
health and sport tesorts can
he plentifully supplied with
that cold, white stuff, and
cities can be lLiept devolddl
snow by salting prospective
snow-clouds so that the snow
falls on the out-gkirts.
Only it DOECS seem psculiar
t o deprive the sterile hard-
ness of the clty of 1t's one
ly form of face liftinz,.

In the same vein, H
foresee a flood of pulp sto=-
ries with this idea therain.
Let us take each of the stf-
antasy pulps and speculate
ag to how thia latest scien=-
tific miricle willl be pre-
sented, Arhors please notad

In PLAKET, the pulp of
the pulps, we may see this:
A fiendish plot ie discover-
ed by the I.5.P, {(Interplan-
etary Space Police) by which
the planet Venus, itha Calil-
fornia of the solar sustem,
is threatened with instant
freezing of its ever present
moisture clouds by the simp-
le method of a thornugh dugt-
ine with dry ice. A sturdy
I1.8.P. azent voluntseers to
join the zang which he does
af*ter ingeniously cutting
his affilliationas with the

TOM

JETETT

I1.5.FP, by beating wup " his
superior officer. After
joiping the zang and tell-
ing clsverly fwisted stories
of secret devices, he is
accidently found out by the
Beautlful nymphomanlce daugh-
ter of the ring-lsader. e

professes to fall in love
with her, +tho, and if she
aids him he will get for

her a full pardon from thse
Tri~ Flanetary government.
oo after numerous trialsamd
tribulations (it's a novel,
y 'know) both of them tie up
the case by tricking a con-
fesgion Trom the girl's fa-
ther, and all the criminals
g0 to the under~sea peni-
tentiary on Venus, includ=-
ing the girl, who now runs
the write-under-water fount-
ain pen "concesaion. Yes,
the I.P.5, agent double~
crogssed her, for he was
mar-ied to a girl from the
Martain deserts and was the
father of eighteen 1little
sand-nogs.,

AIAZING would handle
this theme differe ntly.
Here we have a bunch of di-
abolical deros lousing up
the fruit orchards of Cal~
ifornia by making snow from
the inimitable smog, leaving
only the smoke. Naturally
this forces theousands of
ochardeers out of business
as there are only so many
srmudge-pots!  So the Cham-—
ber of Commerce hiresa pri-
vate detective to check up
on their 1lonz-time rival,
Flordia. WNothinz lncrinin=-
atirg is found there, how=-
ever, and fearing exposure,
the deros kidnap the pri-

~ese(EaEe B)----



vate eye and take him deep
into the caves Ybelow Los
Angeles. The confidential
agent escapes finally and
reports the cave-.dwelling
deros to John L, Lewis, who
is converting s furnace to
burn fuel oil at tte tims. An
allience between Lewis and
the dero is suspected but
nothing can bhe proven. The
secret agent returns to Los
Angelesg and from obgerwatlions
taken while Iin the caves
dedudes that the deros are
taking vengence because of
the skepticism of Bixel St.
fans. Thereupon, an enser-
gency L.AS8.F.8, meeting is
called, and the - resulting
hot. air completely defrosta
the*Atmosphers, Ackerman is
pronounced Xink for a Day,
and Tigrina made honorary
member of the Chamber of Co-
merce, several other fam-
ettes becoming chambermalls.,

THRRILLIKG WONDER in-
corporates a novel twist by
having a sane scientlst
wreaking havoc by inundating
the weoditorial offices of
Standerd publications 1in
tons of artifically-produced
BN0OW. This in revenge be~
cause of a rejected manu-
scriot dealing with a threat
to the saftey of the solar
system, which plot is natur~
ally copyrighted by Ed Ham~
1lton., But lanly Wads #Jell~
man shows up with John Car-
stairs, the Botonical Deteck-
atiff, who sends out a Plu~-
tonian Frigi— plant which
traces the dry ice particles,
and as a finale, freezes the
sane sclentist iatoan early
grave, All the involved are
unbharmed exceopt for Sam ler-
win, Jr. who suffered a
strained sacro-iliac ghovel-
ing snow.

FANTASTIC  ADVEKTURES
might do it like this: Chi-
cagod is deluged by tons and
tons of snow which cuts off

all Communication from the
outside world, which maybe
isdt so bad after all. But
Hanling & Geier Literary
Froductions, Ltd. (to Z-D)
zoes into action, makiag
notes and trying to .figure
out what happened. The Jun-
ior partners {3enior partner
is a typewriter) finally
discover that all the dry
lce in the city had been
hought by one Joe Soaks, &
FA proof-reader Tfrom IMiss~
ouri who had been deported
from that state hecause he
hated pianos. Enraged at
his thankless job he turned
as a s8ide-line to spirit-
R&Ppings -- knocking on the
floor with emptied liquor
bottles, ZEvicted, he-plampd
a plan of reducing thé net-
ropolis of Chicago to astate
of Faleoplithic primitivity
by an excess of snow. But
hamling & Geler, Literary
Productions, find Scaks and
threated to turn himover to
RSShaver if he doesn't con-
fess., hLe oonfessesg, After
putting him ina padded cell,
the one recently vacated by
vou~know-who, Hamlingé& Geler,
Literary Productions, scou-
ries into activity and soon
every trace on snow in the
dindy City is sone, due en-
tirely to H & G'S 1idea of
tacking ZEsquires on every
lamp post.

H#hattaya mean, that
ain't fantasticessv s

STARTLIIG brings in
Captain future and the Fu-
turemen, A secret cult,
hipned wup on isoclationisn,
wishes to halt all rocket
ship travel by disrupting
landing field operations all
over the Earth. 5Sbo, clouds
over fields are bombarded
with dry ice, and valuable
landing equipment 1is mired
in deep snows, Iolsture and
dry ice are kept coming un-
til not even the fiery blasts

(cont. on pa=e 21)
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HOW NOTTO BELIEVE o
CRUTE o e

I hesitated somewhat
(a lengthy matter of two or
three seconds) befere bursi-
ing into print with the fol-
lowlng gssay on why critics
as 8 whole are about as re-
liable as a groundhog in
February, bhecause mnot so
long age Don Wollhelm re-
printed a profesgsional re-
view of one of his books
and was preuplly damned as
an ego-hoo seeker of the
first water. I came to the
conclusion, though, that the
results of this couldn't be
much “"orse than a crushing
attack or 2 gwmiliartothe one
nade by ERarry Warner, com-
menting con the Wollhelm re-
views. Believine these 0ld
shoulders able to withstand
suzh a jolt after thre pad-
ding I am shanelessly going
to g¢ive them berewith, I
force ahead.

Critics aren't worth a
damn. Ko two of them agree
on anything., A4s Exhibit "4
we will by chance =--- oh,
purely by chance mind you --
show you the professional
reviews given a book picked
at random -- purely by ran-
dom, mind you., The book is
"The Chinese Doll.'  The
name of the author escapes
me at the moment,

Review #1: "Suspicious
drowning of Chinese thadf-
ferathe for Ill. gambling
den gets imacinative pri-
vate eye Horne into all
sorts of trouble. Horne
tells capitally mystifying
yarn 1in letters to gal he
loves in spite of all temp-
tations. Payoff 1is real
sockerpo, Well worth read-

ing," --Baturday Review of
Literature.

Sounds good enouzh to
make you want to rush out
any buy two or three coplss,
doesn't it? Ackerman bought
f our, But tarry a monent,
ioo08e money, and listen to
another critic.

Review #21 "..D0lless
is a new entry in the mod-
erate tough vein but a re-
grettably clumsy one coa-
trived to swing finally into
a gleantic surprise which
is, wunfortunately, neither
surprisinz or sensgible. It
telezraphs 1tself as a pos-
8ibility almost Tfroua the
first and when it cones it
ig flatly wunconvincing and
labored. Meantine the ac-
tion has jumped avout errat-
ically and busily, but un-
interestinglys The style
is familiar, rnudging toward
literacy in that nervously
lordly way which transmits
staccato -conversation 1in
Btilted polysyllables.”" ---
Philadelphi Record.

Upon readinz that,
Ackerman will ship back all
four c¢opiess The review
#ives rise to the lmpression
that the reviewer is a frus-
trated Enzlish professor
who owns a trunck packedwith
re Jected novels. But away
with such thoughts; the a-
bove is an honest oplnion
of an honest reviewer. Look
how wrong he daturday Ra-—
view was, look how their
reviewer was taken in hy my
foul cunninz., Let's try a-
galn belovw.

Review #3: "Sound the
gonzs for the nost ingen-
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ious mystery this reviewer
hag geen all year. It has
novelty in form, simplicity
and deception in plot and
toughness and speed 1n ac-
tion plus good writing, It
starts with a bang and ends
with a surprise twist .as
good as anything since “The
urder of Roger ackroyd,"
altho we should say sinace
we brouzht it up, the solu-~
tion isn't the same as in
thet much discussed classic,

"The story's told in
lettersto the girl he loves
written by Charles Horne, a
privete 'tec who gets one
of those mysterious comnis-
slons followed qulekly by
the rubbing out of his cli~
ent. There's a ganmbling
den, a ituxedoed manager,
sleek black cars with exot-
ic Chinese 2irl drivers ~---
that's where the doll comes
in --- a woman doctor, a
group of samateur journal-
ists, smalltime cops eand
politicians, sluzgings,
ghooting and sleuthing. Not
a thing new in the lot, you
gee, excepl the cleverness
of the author who takes
these well-worn 1tems and
combines them into a tale
that sparkles with origin-
ality and winds up with a
wallop not one experienced
connoisseur inarmchair may-
hem in fifty will see com=-
ing." =--Columbus, Ohio, Dig-
patch.

Ackerman will promptly
re-order his four coples.,
Comparing this one to the
one written in the City OF
Brotherly Love, the harried
author will begin circulat-
ing petitions calling for
the transfer of that miss-
applied slogan to the bea-
utiful Ohio city, where they
really love all mankind.
Even the clumsy nmystery
writers who nudze towards
literacy at two—fFfifty a

CODY e But eeriously, re-
view number three seems as
far fetched in one dirsction
as review number two seenmed
in the other.

Review #&4: "RPairly
touzh, “genarally consistant
tale of killings in small
Illinois city nixed up with
local politics and zambling.
The solution involves an
odd twylst-which you may not
1ike.,” --Providence, R. I.,
Journal/

Ackerman ships back
two of the four coples, de-
ciding that perhaps he over-
estimated the worthiness of
the beok. And Thent

Review #5: "..,.Tucker
chose one of the most awk-
ward of literary techniques
(he tells his story in let-
ters from a mah to hlis wife)
for "The .Chinsse Doll,"
However, his chapters are
g0 little 1like letters from
g man to his wife that the
reader 'rill hardly be con-
scious of the device until,
at the last, "he finds out
why it was adopteds.....The
setting is a small town but
the pace of events in in
big=time tempo. Tucker
chooses to disregard one of
the 1long-accepted liuita-
tiong on detective ficticn,.
The reader nay form his own
opinion as to the fairness
of the solution."” ---Rich-
mond, Va., Times-Dispatch

There:  Ackernan went
and ghipped back a third
copy, kepoing only one for
his library. i€ has come to
the conclusion that I played
a diriy trick on the custo-
mers and keeps that one co-
py only Dbecause hs is a
completionist., In regards
this continually-=appearing
hint In many reviews that I
didn't play fair with this
cr that »rule, or <that I
broke a lonz-standinz con-
vention concerning mxg%er-

{con*. on paze 25
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Startlinz Storieg, aftw
gr an appallinzly lone stretech
of undistinzuished writineg,
has shown, durinz the past
yeer, a comgendably steady
trend to Iinmprovenent. A
notable example of ihls is
Lo be found in mond Hamil-
ton's "“The Star of Life,"
in the January 1947 issus.
Altho thie story i1s marred
by serious faults in logic,
wnich rpreclude ite heinz
rated as a really top-notch
Job, 1%t has a substantial
prlot which can heold the in-
terest off even a vetsran
scientifictionest.

Standardl's editors
have adonted, it is gaid, a
pollecy waich requiraes the
novels for Btartline always
to start off in the present
and then to gbift to the
future for the action and

he story. The repitition
of this sort of Intsrest-
hook ever and again must
prove very boring unless
the story into which it
lgads has a vitality of its
own. In "The Star OF Life"
Hamilton has succeeded 1in
writinz just such a gtory.
The introduction stickse
pretty cloesely to the pre-
scribed formula. The main
character, Xirk Hammond,
embarks on the first attempt
at a rocket flight to iars,
dhen a cravitational Tfleld
screws up nls calculations,
he uses up his fuel and
then, rather than perish of
8low suffication when hils
air supaly runs out, he
choses a quiclk death by o-
peninT a port,. But  (as
geemsg invariably to he the
case in sclence-~fiction)

his body freeres and is pre-
served for ten thousgand
years and then revived on
recontzct with the Zarth's
atmospheras This, of course,
is a stock situation, which
nay be accepted at its face
value for atory purposes.
As a matter of actual,
scientific, possivility,
nowever, it is an extremely
gnaky structure. Now it is
true rat small forms of
1ife, one-cell animals, and
gven a few wetazoa, are re-
vivable 1f frozen suddenly
g0 that the 1ce crystals
forred are so small that
they do not ruorure the
cell walls. The trick of
revivel is of equal impor-
tance, as well. With com-
plex organisms it 1s cer-
tainly iuperative that the
trawing-out talle place very
uniforrliy. Thet is, sone
parts of the orzanism ghould
not be Tfully revived while
otbher dependent or supsnort-
Inz gtructures are still
inactive. Short-wave radlo
heetlnz from he inside is
bgst, I doubt seversly. 1f
Eemmond would revive asg €ag-
ily as described, even if
we assured that he was fro-
zen ingtantaneously { {which
ke quite certainly wouldn't
e, as the cooling would be
cnly by radiation into
space) and that he could
survive the effecte of the
sudden pressure drop, which
include such pleasant things
as rupture of the dntestines
and ear drunsg, detatchrent
of +the retina of the eye,
and 8o on. Nevertheless
the cold-storace wnetlhed of
travel into the future is a

e
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Pefiuete pogeiluili*y Top
somz forms of 1life, and
perhapg even Tfor man urder
rvery ricidly controlled con-
ditions wunknown to us at
the present time. ost
certainly sperm can be 80
preserved, for that has
been done successSfully al-
ready.

The world into which
¥Kirk hammond 1is thrust on
his resurrection is one in
which the normal human spe-
cieg exists under the dom-
ination of a mnutated human
typse These "3econd len"
are immortals whoarosga when
intersteller explorsers pen=-
gtrated a distant star
cluster, where they were s
posed to bard radiations
which produced anevolutlon-
ary chanze readerinZ them
immune top natural death.
The Second ilen consist ¢n-
tirely of the origzinal ex-
ploration parties, pl us
later recruits to their
ranks. All were oricinally
normal men, but on exposure
to the rays from the Htatb
Of Life they bad undercone
the metamorphosis to the
immertal speclie sa tere
Familton makes +the mistake
of having the adult individ-
uals themselves nutate to
the gecond men, rather than
have the change occur in
their decendents. Tig is
probably iwmpossible, a8 it
would require the came zene
change in every cell of the
body and tihen somstie de-
velopment of the whole ays—
tem towards a one-line ev-
glution. The immortal sec-
ond men have children who
are further matations, in a
one line direction, and con-
stitute the Third 1'en, who
beeet the Fourth Men, who
are entirely mental in
thelr reactiona” to enviro-
ment and thug completely
unhuman 1in their nental
PrOCESSES, Wow 1t 1s a

genetle Imposceibility for a
whole grouns of ©psornle to
autate all inone directiomi
Iost mutations are lethal,
and the Tbeneficial ones
would yield wmany variant
straine, instead of ohe.
hapnilton may have consid-
ered that man can mutate in
only e direction, but onthe
basls of already acconm-
plished work in genetics, I
believe thig, too, must he
digmigsed as impos sible,
Tbus dozens of traits would
ap»ear, sore zoog, some had,
but, it 18 possible that a
few individuals would have
children vhe. were a nsvw
species, but not poscibvle
for all the group to nutate
firgt themselves and then
produce cuildren of the
same Zenetic make—up 1o
produce a third sgpecies,
and in turn a fourth spe-
cles. There you have the
first major flaw 1in hanmil-
ton's story; gross ssclen-
tific impossibility.

A setond fallacy,
winich 1a equally bad, is
in the matter of human re-
lations and com on sense.
For thousands of years the
Second 1en had denied them-
selvas love, and by direct
lmplication sexual inter-
course and marriaze, because
their clhildren would he the
inimical Third ien. That
is the wmost obious tonmy-
rot I have encountered in a
long time 1in science fic-
tion. Let us assume all
the baseés of one-line nuta-
tion in the story and ac-
cept the situvation as pre-
sented. Obiously the lomi~-
cel thing would be for the
Second lMen to practice
ricid hirth coantrol or even
outrisht sterilization, and
live a normal emotional
life. Instead, Hamilton
pictures them =28 horribly
repressed, and the whole
social set-up that he eun-

{cont on pazxe 24
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THE DEVIL 70 PAY

by HARRY WARNZR, JR.

Last Sumnmer 1 spent pni, aud nany others, In
two month's spare tinme sclence fiction 1t still
reading "&cience and Sani- bobs up occasionally; wit-
ty,” which seemed 1likely to ness the recent 45Tounding
be the peak of sluggishness yarn, "The Code."  Goethe
foralong time, But barely gzogs lmmeasurably forther
six months later, that rec- than any of these, and is
ord is eompletely shattered, at once more explicit and
for it has taken me a full more puzzling.
three months toplow through Fnilosophically, it's

the original German of
Goethe's "PFaust.”" It would
have heen wmuch eagler to
read a translation, of
course, but the opera 1ib-
retto knowledge of Garman
that I've picked up, aided
by a good amnotated edition,
made it not too difficulte-
just very slow. hnd now
that I'm finished, I'm con-
vinced that a poel as great
as Goethe would be required
to do a really -cempstent
translating job., Further,
tndividual phrases or brief
passages are Tlatly untrans-
latable into ¢ood poetry,
becauge - they: expresas the
thought in the perfect way,
and that way naturally fails
to scan and rhyme if trans-
lated literelly, ©but loses
its effect if put into 4if-
ferent words,
Zxternally,

"Faust" is the
story of the man
away his soul to
which removes the danger
that someone will complain
that I'm putting non-fanta-
sy matter into HORIZONS by
writing about it. This
theme ig familiar in Znglish
literature throuch larlowe's
play, and in wusic through
works by . Gounocd, Wagner,
Liszt, Berlipz, Boits, Bus-

of course,

faniliar
who signs
the devil

s8t11l not eagy to settle on
a "meaninz,” although the
gquestion hagbeen arzued for
more thaa a century, The
edition to which I had ac~
cess Iinsists that a niddle
course rnust be taken: the
reader must consider the
drama neither as a single
unit in which everything
contributes to the whole,
nor asa series of disconneg-
ted and meaninglees episodes.
The underlying philosophy
might be construed as a
vaugely pelazian and a very
conforting oune to the man
who can believe 1ty al-
thoough hardlya logical ones
that salvation, or sowme
kind of eternal reward will
come to those who try ear-
nestly to 1ive a fruitful
1ife, even though their ef-
Tforts often results in gv-
ents that turn out to have
quite evil results. "A zood
man, throvuch obscurest ag-
pirations, has still the
instinct of the one true
way," the German —speaking
God tells the Devll in one
translation of the prolouge
in tigaven, Faust, who very
frequently Iin the play sym-
bolizes humanlty as awhole,
zets hilmself I1nto some aw-
ful messes, partly through
the machinations of the
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partly through his
oyl human weakness, He de-
serts the girl he has se-
duced and hecomes responsi-
ble for her ruin. Ee helps
put the Devil iIin various
diabolical schemes that
lead only +to *trouble for
everyone in the surroundings.
Even when he hecomes old
and beging to get truly al-
truistic ideals, Fust quite
ruthlessly removes an old
couple who annoy him by
living quietly in a hut
which spolls the view on
his domain.

This enormous work,
longer that 12,000 llnes in
all, containg a lot of con-
cepts straleht from the
volumes of Arkhnam House.
There are two 1long Falpur-
¢is Wlght Scenes, one in
the best German tradition,
the other a Olassical one,
in which anything from de-
bates over seolozy to the
wildeast of revels happens.
Once Faust visits a myster-
ilous epot where apes are
playing with a ball whiech,
being the earth, 1s liable
to explode at any ~moment.
After his affair with Mar-
garita, Paust enlists +the
ald of the Devil in bringing
back to quasi-life Helan of
Troy: the ~couple promptly
bear a son who turns out to
be %le -manifestation of
poetry, bul destroys hin-
self after a few momsents of

devil,

life in an effort to soar
too hisgh into ithe alry
heights, Then there's a
little critter in a zlass
tube, all intelligence and
no body. e represents

artificially oreated life,
and has quite a time hefore
he finally 1learns a way to
zet 2 rezl body. The realm
of the llothers is descrihed
in terms more awe-inspiring
than anything in Lovecralt
of Dunsany. Hovwever, the

reader zets the impression
thet thig particular matter
is a tounge-in-cheek affair,
somevhat Llike another set
of godas ‘rliose stupendous
powers are exalted at
length, but finally appnear
and turn out to he nothing
but a few little-clay-filled
pPOLS,

In the wildly improba-
ble event theat all tris may
inspire sormeone to investi-
«ate the drama Tfor himeelf,
I would 1ike to make one
succestion: don't read the
firgt part without innmed-
jatly followinz 1t with the
gecond part. The first
part, by far the most widely
read, simply poses the
guestion and shows one of

he events 1n Faust's ca-~
reer, that of the affair
with larsgerita, I'm ia-
¢lined to think, too, that
e gecond part contalns
sone of +the hizhest spots
poetically in the entire
work, although it also con-
taine Some of the less sat-
isfactory momentg-w--- the
German monarch whonr . Faust
and Ilephistopheles agsist
with such spectacular re-
sults is probably the great~
est bore in all literature,

and the scenes in which
Feust i#4 reclaining land
from the ocean just don't
come off, But the whole

scene with helena is tremen~
dously great postry, the
dirge on tbhe death of Zu-
phorion~-~probably intended
28 a lament for Byron, wvhose
desth had occured Just bse-
fore it was wvwritten---and
the final pazes of the sec-~
ond part match the supurb
rhetoric of the first sec-
tion's prolouge in Leaven,
the lyrics which Iargarita
is given to sing, and Faustls
philogsophizinz in the early
stages of the work,

It 18 easy to read a

(cont., on vars 18)
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Clark  Ashton  Smith
has been called "the zreat-
est American poet' by ZZd~
win ‘arkhamn, and while it
is obvious. _from’ internal
evidence that "The Ian
With The Hoe" was a fluke,
it is possible for a man
to be right +twice 1in this
life. Benjamin de Cassereas,
once a congiderable figure
in American 1letters before
he took a joh with one of
LHearst's ~ papers, spoke of
Bmith in glowing terms;
PDavid Warren Ryder and
Georze Sterling, as well as
Samuel Loveman, may be added
to the list of discerning
people who have found things
in Smith's work to admire,
IT one adds to the list the
nearly endless columns
written about Smith by fan-
tasy fens from Lovecraft om
dovn, 1t %bescomes evident
that this one man tas been
one of the most extrava-
gantly eulogized Tigures in
American literary bistory--
the sheer wordaze concern-
ing him nearly eguals that
written about Branch Casll,
a truly fantastic numeral
if one attempts, as I have,
to run most of it dGown.

In the attempt another
fact soon hecomes evident:
except for one or two short
articles, totalling per-
haps 2000 words, no true
criticism of Smith has ever
anpeared in professional or
amateur Dprint. I have
gsought nearly fruitlessly
for paracraphs about the ran
which set forth a clear
perception of the kind of
work he does, its relation-

ghin to the rest of lit-
erature past and present,
its antecedents and progeny;
for any parazraph about him
not cram.ed with sweepling
dogmatic statements, false
aasociations, bhasis of
judsement that shift at the
whin of the writer sonetinme
in the very course of a
line, report of estimates
without' docuwentation or
demonstration, andsemotloen-~
al assesuments which clearly
indicate nothing save that
their autbhor likes Tfantasy
no matter who writes it, or
how badly., Ilore: until
last year, despite the fact
that Smith bas been actlve
for more years than most
fans c¢an rewember, there
was no anthology of Smith’s
vork, nor did any general
anthologzy include a line of
hig much lauded poetry ---
nor are any of the latter
gver likely to do s0 now,
since the Arkbam bookbinders
in their expected way have
C remnfeuN g ve ey  hurke 5 egy
Smith ever laid 1nto print
without the slightest dis-
crimination, so that Saith
lan book form acyually means
legs than Smith hidden from
sight in fulp, amgteur, and
private publications.

It would be interest-
ing to .compile a 1list of
representative paragraphs
from some of the best art-
icles about this mnan wilth
comrents appended 1in the
style of +the Institute of
Fropaganda Analysis, but
the Bpace "linitations of
TUI'BRILS TYeing what they
are, & bibliozraphy s+
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garve, In the meantime, the
pertinant question 1st Does
Smith deserve the damnna-
tion his admirers have visg-
ited wupon hinm® And the
business wiht whiceh I con~
cern mysell 1s to answer
thig guestion in a nilieu
as remote ag possible from
the wunselective happlness
with which the averacge
Heird Tales reader has
greated every tales of Xoth-
igue or Averolgne, upon the
premise that such an esti-
mate is grossly wuanfair +to
the poet and scholar which
is Smith at his best.

For Smith as his best
ls a fine creative scholar.
I know of no more impres-—
eive way to intreduce
Smith to a stranger than
with The Kinzdom of The
Torm, which wsg published
in THE FANTA3SY FAN nmany
years ag0. The eplesode
wags perfectly in the style
of its ostensible pariod;
it could have baen easily
slipped into The Voyaze and
Travel of 2ir Jobn pandes
ville, EKnight without the
unwary reader detecting it
in his persual of thatl re-
condite volume; as an entity
in itself it held tozether
beautifully, and preserved
tbhroughout that atmosphere
of naive wonder wmixed with
uneasiness which is the
literary signature of the
zreat French liar -« and a
far more 4ifficuli thinz to
achleve than a mere parrot-

ting of stylistic tricks.
Some time later, in R. Ha
Barlow's excellent mimeo-

araphed mazazine LEAVES,
Smith addressed hilmself to
the fragmantary mnarratives
of the prisoners of Zlhis
which Beckford bhad planned

for Vathek but never in-
cluded, If anythinz thig
performance was the more

exacting of thre two; Vathek

anticipated the main course
of literary development by
a century in several ways,
but in general I'andeville's
way of doing thinzs is much
closer to what we Kknow as
the "Smith style' than Beck-
ford's, since the lagb~named
remained alwaye an
undoubted chilad of the
Tighteenth Century, where-
in Nelther ©OSmith nor Love-
craft, despite the propa-
ganda, could reesonably be
expected to feel at hore:
but Swmith carried it off
with manlifest ease and
pleasure

One of the consequen-

ces o0f these observations
ig to sepercte his poetry
rather sharply from his

proseg, in a manner which will
become clear 1in a moment.
A study of his poetry will
convince anyone seriously
lnterested that its idiom
is tre onroduct of a vyrenid
of influances --- Foe and
‘filde particularly, and thren
Strelly, . ilton, Jares Thomp-
son and a leungthening list
of stregzlers, who eXxert
their effecta not in con-
cert bul one at a time 1in
the most warked fashion,
The Cronstellationgs of the
Law, for instance, is The
lassacre at rziedront t o
tHe 1life; Satan Unrepentant
sdvartises 1t s onarentage
too loudly for we to even
bother naming it; Requiascet
ig Jilde's, well-thumbed;
and so0 on. It is not so
easy to attach silngle
nanwes Lo 1individual prose
gstories of Smith's, though
the influances are plain
enouzh (I am not counting,
naturally, ithe prose-~poems,
thovzh even thepre Lanier
oceasionally nib>lea at the
edee of the Saudelaire.)
One expects vosts, however,

to be an ancestor-worshin-
pine race, and 1f 3mith
{coant. on =axe 20)
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DAY IR,

BY Hsy Chengy, Jrs

To many- fantasy fans,
and indeed to nearly =211
neophvtes, an lmportant
aspect of fanning is +that
of collecting fantasy pro-
zineg. Zverynsw fan dreans
of the time when he may at
lagt have a "complete file."
The exotlc names of past
clasgice and the exeliing
recollections of old time
stfists only serve to whet
the appitites of those who
enjoy fantasy literature.

Upon enbarkinz wpon
his plan for a copllectlon
of fantastic magazinss, the
fan soon rungs up agaiast
the threes principal means
of procuring old fantasy
mazazines:t (1) The Yback=-
issue magcazine sltores,
which fall inte two rougsh
clagges: the "ignorant”
type who have no knowledsze
of the prices being pald
for mazazines of a fantasy
or weird nature. e im
all old wmags are the same
and he charzesd cover price
for them 2ll. Usually this
type has a very posrassort-
ment of si1f magazines,
mostly recent ones with the
name strips or whole covers
torn off. These dealers
never build up larze stocks
of mezazines ag %hey are
picked clean by ea~le-eyed
fen as goon as anything
ghows up., In extiremely rare
cases, you nay find a place
T Reey™ Shides, y guntaticaed b y
slannish hands, *trls would
be a £old rine. Thon we have
the second tyre, those who are
"in the knewe' — These are
the type.vho, upen being
asked 1f trey have any stf,

will slyly wink and lead
you into their dack room
and show you & dissordsrly
heap of coloriul old fantasy
TMaZS . This typs uaually
bag at least a hundred strf
wazs, and asometimes as magy
as fife hundrsd. Howrsver,
they are at the exXtreme as
far as »rices 20 Frices
vasually start 'at® 50¢ for
the newest mazs and go up
to 732 |OO or _‘12-50 for ths
pld etuff. +‘heir weakness

‘lies in the fact that "a

1ittle learninz 18 a dan-
gerous thing" Tbecause they
rete all meags by azZe, not
by name. JItey have heared
that suckers will pay hugs
prices Tor Tflantesy mnags,
and so they carefully sort
oul their stock and seper-
ate the stf fpreom the rest
and slap high prices on
them alls +‘hey'll price a
1936 astoundlngz the same as
a TIS of the =same date,
They charge as auch for a
1930 Amazing as for a 1930
Ast, Tien too, with a few
excentions, the quality of
their mags is 1low, mint
coples being almost unknown.
there are few in~beiween
zrades, but bacik-ish nag
dealers fall nreitty gener-
ally into these two classes,

(2) we have next the
fan deslers, These fellowa
are very "wall acquainted
with the current market and
their prices, thouzh hizh,
are usually on a comprehe-
sive scale, all prices in
proportion. They wusually
stert at about 35¢ for the
recent neas and scale hack
to from ;3.00 to #5.00 for
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the 0ld Teirds., The dis—
tinction hetween these boys
and the "prog'is, as "I have
sald, thelr gresater know-
ledze of the rarket. To
the fan desaler a shaver
amazing 1i1s worthless; to
the pro, it's worth just as
mich a&s an Ast. of the same
date, Antober dlstinction
is the fact +that fan deal-
er's merchandise is.usually
in good oondition, or
priced down in relation to
the condition. To sum it
up, 1t can be &8aid that
thesgse dealers are more sen-
sitive to the trends of
current fandom.

{3) Our last group is
the "casuals." These are

the ordinary Joe Fanns who.

gither bave duplicates for
gale or who wish ¥o dispose
of their collectione. This
igs the group that offers
the real hargains. Maybs
they remember the hard time
they had bhhilding "up their
collection and wish to spare
some younzster tWe same
troubles, Yaybe they get
a warm feeling in being ab-
le to think that they may
be bringing prices down by
undercuttinz the deslers.
Anyway, for a large aroup
of mags, their prices are
almoet only half that asked
by dealers, The two *new
ad-zineg out kave doune much
10 increase the ef "ectivness
of this catazory.

Up until now, these
fields have pretty muchbeen
the only ouss to sxplolt in
building a collection. How
ever, even at their cheapeat
(2%) they are a mite to ex-
pensive for furthering the
enjoyrent of fantasy. At
the exceptionally low price
of 30dC, a file of FFM's
would run over ﬁl}, low
compared to the %30 that
dealers ask, bhut still a
Lot of money when you're

trying +to save money for
colleze, 1y FIM's are near-
1y complete but 1if they
veren't, and I recieved the
above offer, even though
it is a bargain that conmes
once in a lifetime, I'd be
forced to refuse.. In the
same vein if T were offered
a set of Clayton and Tre-
maine Astoundinzg at 50d@,
a ridiculously 1low figure,
it would run near 45

Now I will describe a
different approach to the
problem. The bagis of which
are two seperate getgs of
experiences.

The first experience
is one that tas occured with
astonishing frequency (3 or
4 times), I'll be talking
wlth someone and the topic
mizght drift towards. specu-
lation 1in Bsclence. The
other person will casually
mentlon that bte used to
rezd stf once and drop the
bomb-shell "used to have a
lot of them in my attie,
threw them away in the war-
paper drives, thouch," _A4d
they would drag me away
from his throat, I'd spec-
ulate upon this virginal,
untouched fields The attics
and cellers of the natlon.
Of course the war has wmlayed
tavoc with this field., i R
caanot be completely runed.

1’y other experience
was the way I used te help
my father, who was a semi-
professional book dealer.
He had I-don't-know-how-
many thousands of cards
printed up <2iving the fire
alarm slznal numbers for
out town; a thinz that ev-
eryone would loock at and
notice, He had a short ad
on it to the ef“ect of Cash
For 014 Books, address,
phone number, etc. A party
would phone and say that
they had some old books for

sale, Before +the war made
cont. on nale 27?
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FROK SPARX

The building spans the
canal at 1t s narrewest
point, taking in all ten of
its component streams. It
is perhaps Tfifteen feet in
heisht, ™»ut any closer 1in-
gpection 1s halted hy the
centuries-thick mat of hea-
vy vines, which strive for
light as urgentiy as the
roots suck at the water
which flows past. It is
hailt of a 1light-«colored
concrete, woich is ilmpervi-
ous to anything but an atom-
i1¢ bomb. Even this has he-
cun to flake off, under the
incesgant incursions of the
ereeping tendrils of thne
plantse. Around its Thase
the roote mingle in a tan-
gled knot, save only where
the waters of "the canal en~-
ter, smoothly and certainly,
already under the influance
of the mechanism within,

The wvegltation hangs
in leafy festoons across
the channel., On it perch a
few rodent-like animals,
pickinz away at the tiny
leaflets and the insects
that live theres These Lars
rats are delightful crea-
tures, with fat Dbellies,
sparkling eyes, sharp but
pleasant faces, and wmuch
keener brains than misht be
expected in such a race.
The lars pat has seven fin-
gers, tw o opposable, omn
each of his six feet., Yet
none of these ffet btave he-
cone hands, Thy not? Why
is it that one race grows
great, and builds pumping
stations that live for mil-
leniums, while another nust
sttt in the branches of

PUMPLIG S’FMHON
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trees, and eats 1insects
with i1tg marvelous feet?
A£las, the laprs rat 1is con-
tent with its lot, and, he-
inz content, he cannot ad-
vance. Only he that strives
Can Srovesase

The canal waters pulse
evenly from the outlet of
the station, eand flow on,
slowly and smoothly, rip-
pling under a low hanging
vine, eddying around a huge
rock, and continue on their
gourse, straizht and true.
A small Dbut Dbrilliant sun
shines in thke sky, through
an atnosphere that 1s sel-
dom anything othe r than
clear and cloudless. A
emall bird whizzes by, flap=-
ping its wings at a tremen-
dous rate to stay aloft in
the extremety tenous ocean
of air. Suddenly it closes
its wings, and plunmets to
the gurface of the canal to
sieze some choice minnow.
Its larger cousins sometlmes
feast on the young of the
lLars rat, as predators al-
ways triuaph over the in-
cautlious.

From the birdds view-
point, abhove the thicket,
the canal is seen to stretch
out for mnlles on end, the
geveral channels merging
into the wide strip of veg-
itation in the far distance.
On and on it goes, straight
&g an arrow, and with much
more steadfastness of pur-
pose. The canal is not'bo
be turned aside at the whim
of a vazrant wind, or ds-
flected by a chance tree or
boulder.,

The sun falls lower in
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the sky. and the tempera=
Lures falls in direet pro-
poriion, as the shadows of
the great plants spread out
along the smooth surface of
the stresm. The lars rat
retreats to an overhanz in
the bank, & hollow in one
of thes roclg, 2 den'turrowed
out of the root-filled seil,
any place where two or
three nay zet together, and
kesp warm.

The sun drops behind
the smooth horizon, and,
almost instantly, tiany fin-
gers of ice form omn the
gurface of the canel., They
are swept away, and broken,
but, more insistantly, they
Torm again, are caught, per-
haps, in an eddy, or in the
clutch of a trailing fiber,
Soon the surface has con=-
gealed, thoush the water
ripples on beneath. By
morning the ice willl be an
inch in thickness, and the
sun will thaw 1t out only
slowlye ~.The wines retaln
thelr internal warmth in
thick root steme and heavy
trunks, and lifsszprecesssas
continaue. Synthesis and
analysis, enerzy released
by oxidation, lifess..

When the sun is sbill
barely above +the horizon
many of the brizht polois
that are tke stars are seen,
and, as socon as its TDbrief
twilight ig done, the zlior-
ies of the 1i'artain firma-
ment open out with all thelr
splendor., LA million clit-
tering peints of 1llght,
splashed on the inner sur-
face of a sphere by a cel-
gstlal painter's brush, are
there; dim phobos 1s rising
in the west, Demnios is at
the 2enlth, The Hilky Tay
ig a mist of silver across
the sky. But for whon?
The ars rat 1is glecpins
soundly in-hls burrow,, the
plants are not sensible to

the grandsur, The old lar-
tains have gone to far ends
of the Galaxy lonc since.
Only the tireless mechanism
in tke station works on,
pullinz water 1n, pushing
it out azaln, striving bold-
ly 8o that '1ife on llars
shall not cease.

REPRINTLD FROL SPARK  # 3
He Ii¢ Spelman III, 75 Sparks
St., Canmbridze 38, Mass.,
free sanples upon reqguest,
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OHE DEVLT 1O AT

By BARRY TAaENER,_ JR.
Fron D’.OPI_-OJ.\S A 20

1ot of false meanings into
the poem, sone of Wwhich
Gdoeths could not poscibly
have intended. ‘Then Faust
and the Devil vroduce in-
flation 1in the kingdom by
issulng currence on the
treasures whilch everyone be-
lieveg 1= buried in the
around, the whole 1ihing
sounds like an 1inveighing
zzalnst capitalism; and the
little artifical wvan acts
as if he knew all about the
evolutionary theory when he
decided to dive ianto the o-
cean and work up to the body
of a nan by starting with
the sinplest og forms. It
isn't too easy to decide
exacttly what Goethe dld
mean 1ir sone places, and it
is probable that he meant
nothing at all in quite a
few spotsy and the whole
thinz is perfect proof that,
the latest experiments not-
withstanding, it's perfect-
ly possible to write great
and very clear poetry with-
out belng in the least ob-
1ous or superficial,

RE*EI..T=D FROMN HORIZONS #30
Distriiuted throuch FAPA and
VAEFA by Barry Warnsr, Jr. of
203 Bryvan Fl., laserdown, ide
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JJurLJDOh’b " DEATH INTO LIFE"
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In gtapledon's last
book, "The Darkness and the
Lizbt," we were niven aplece
ture of two warring vprinci-

pless In his own nature ---

if I way be permitted to
conjecture — there has heen
g simwilar struztle, a con-
flict between the novelist
and the philogophsr. In
this book the philosopher
has ron.

Those of vs who like
our pills guzar-coated nned
not he discouraced, The
0ill, undoubtedly, 1is
stroazer tvan cof old. The
sugar coeting has diminished
in guantity, bhut the gual-
ity tes not deteriorated.

ifaaizainisl N2 ferno. in
this bhook. it is not the
moth (besvtiful symbolismi)
tranved in the hi~z, doored
borher over Jer: aﬂy. It is
neither »nilot nor rear-suvn-
ner, nor any ot thelr in-
dividula spirits, ner is it
the grouvp s»irit into whieh
they meraze after the des-
truction of their ship. -

It is +tbhe Spirit of
llan. And the ppirit of Man
is tite moth, trapped at ths
Tinish and destroyed, when
azes tence the Sun, Tlarinz
inte a nova, enzulfs and
annihilates all the Man-
colonised planets of the
Solar S5ystem.

Ls a pisgce of philoso-
phy, comforting to the ac-
nogtic to whom the convem-
tional Tteaven and hell of
the positively piocus and the
eternal hlackout of the nez-
atively pious are equally
distasteful, I can -Trecom-
mend * this™ book. A4s fine

writinz that 1is a pleasure
to read T can also recommend
it. "But as fantazy It falls
to make the grede.

I have wondered many a
tive why I r. Stapledon per-
gists, with the lloon already
et our back doorstep, 1in
postponinz Tfor so 1long in
hig future nistories the
Tirst ilnterplanetary flights.,
dnd I wonder why his future
men, faced in thls book as
in others withh tne not-too-
imediate peril of an explod-
ine Bun, make no attempt . .to
bridze tbhe sulfl between the
gtars. To bhiwm, aad to his
chearacters, #ar Centaurus is
not even a dream, let alone
g woe~ihility.

The Veptunians of "Last
and Pirst ed did, to their
eternal credit, attempt the
Digsgemination when the Znd
wves upon then, 3ut there
was not over-mch enthuslasm.
And "Cdad John" went all
philosophical on us and
demonstraied the lack of
survival valuve in tbhat par-
ticular mutation by refuse-
inx to put up a fight. OQOn-
ly“Siriué‘— a dog - of all
Stapledon's charcters dem-
pastretes that will to live

hat 1s an essegntial part
of the 5Snirit of lan.

His Spirit of tan is a
fair substit.te Tornersonal
lpmortaltity -~ if it itself
is immortal. But it is not,.
Symboelised by vvhe trapped
moth, it is lost in an ecs-
tecy of adoratiocn when its

ot irevititle end approaches..
It is all very beauti-

ful. 3ut I'd prefer some-
thing with more guts.

Reprinted From FANTASY PIVIZT 71 Publlished by Jalter Gillings

at 15 Shere Road, Ilfeord, =zsses, sncland,
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EHBLES [N PANKELDTE
by James Blisgh

FROM TULBRILS #2

appears to be more than a
little overly sensitive to
the decadent~Romantic uni-
verse of digeourse, still
and all such a pressure 1s
not lightly shruzged off.
In addition, the synthesis
of the best of byzone posms,
up to and includiang direct
guotation, has Dbecome hy
The YJaste Land and the Can-
tos a nearly standard Twen-
tieth Centure technique; and
gmith occasionally achieved
some really movins ef7ects
with such elactric material
~= witnees the ending of
Y'edusa, or In Fovember, or
even more markedly, in Chant
of Avtumn where the intoxi-
cation is no less nmazical
for beinz the heritaze of
Swinburns. Occas ionally
the results are more un-
fortunate and Smith sushes
forth a Eashish -~ Zater -
"perilous nishtmares  of
superterrestial fairylands
accursed," in Lovecraft's
rashed-potato language, but
to the sober reader merely
the sewage of a plastic-and-
chromiun Eblis.....Toe mat-
ter, it avnears, 1is not
entirely under dnith's con-
trol, and until re decides
Just who he is, e must %e
content to svesr the effec-
tive poeme like fishes as
they rloat by,

In prose the matter 1is
entirely under Smith's con-
trol. In the tuwo works I
have named above, and in
pne. or two others, he has
demonstreted concluslively
tret he ‘teas the sensibili-
ties and the sensitivity to
handle nezarly any »rose
style that han-ens to appeal
to him, excepting only the
very tizhtest and sparest

Ty~

of modern idioms. ~The-in-
evitable conclusion is that
his c¢haracteristic prose
pnapner, with its material
drawn exclusively from the
Foe horror stroy and the
Tilde fairy tale, and its
gtyle from the glaucous
lozorrhea of 8 ir Thomas
Browne 's Kyfrotaphla, is =z
bad one. It is incompre-
hensible and horing to the
pulp readers whom he has -~
perbaps perforde - addressed
most oftens It is moribund
and intolerably "arty" to a
literate reader. The best
he can hope from it is that
it will please the very
tiny segment of the reading
public wihich 1is made up of
nen like Derleth and Love-
craft, who, incapable of
distinguishing the artistic
from tihe arty, can pacs it
throuzh their digestive
tracts and absord from 1t
the 1ittie nourishment that
it contains.

As a product of irree
sistable influances and in-
clinations it wigzht Thave
be'n forgivable. As the
conscious c¢hoice of a man
who has shown that he can
do bhetter, it 1is fuany.
Lnd tragle? Yes; if you
think Smith e¢ould do that
much Tbhetter, Then the
lauzhter is over it mnmight
2lsc be counted as evidence
for damnation, however; and
probably it is better, 1n
the lonz run, to 1zt his
gdnirers sttend to that,

REFRI-TSD RO TU. BRILD #2
fublished by James 3lish of
325 Test 1lth 8%., New York
City. Distributed throuzh
the Vansguard Amateur Press
Association,
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revive the one and only UN-
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by Tom Jewatt

FROM FAPARATION 1

of space sghips can c¢lear
the fields,.. Rocket travel
1s at a standstill; no ship
can land, none can take
off, It's a mess, ain't
it: Nweton and the Future-
men are stranded on Earth,
but Cap and the Brain work
feverisbhly in a laboratory.
After wecks of ceaseless
acltivity and aftar con-
suming forty-two cases of
Mo-Nod, they set up their
device on a mwountaintop.
Turninzg on the power, 2
hyper-magnetlic force bends
several million cublic feet
of air into a gilzantic
lens, which concentrates
the a'ful heat of the sun
on a rocket field, reltine
all the wunatural snow and
ice, Soon all the fields
are cleared, the cult
rounded up, and the Future-
men vunt for new adven-
tures.

FAL QUS FANTASTIC 1Y 5~
TERIES, with a Finlay cover
of course, would have a
try at the "lost world"
theme., Like This: 4 dic-
tapator propagates ths
ttird world war, not by
atomic bombs, but by art-
ificially-produced snows,
freezing crons and starv-
inz people hHy the millions,
The Dictapator rubs his
hands in clee and orders
the freezing destruction
ceased. But his joy turns
to fear as bhe learns that
the oceans of the world
are freezing because of the
reversed scorched-earth
policy. Soon the launds of
Karth freseze, and flaciers
creep down from the frozen
Forth and cover lands down
to tre equator. ({The ed-
itor presumes that =2 sinm-
llaer process occurss below

the eqguator . alseo. Ed.))
Fipnally only smell, isola-
ted segments of the human
race are living, and the
future is very black indesd.

Now we foecus our gpot-lits
on & man and, naturally, a
WDINeN . The last in their

tiny settlement, they brave-
ly face frosen desth: seareh-
inz for other humans. But
in vein., finally, exhaus-
ted, the two take refuge In
rammoth Cave, exXpscting to
die there, Providentially,
on the page before the last
a flery comet passes ciose
by the Zarth and its heat
defrosts everything, and
the man and woman come fron
the cave and look upon a
Bright New Zerth!

In Astounding SCIZNCE-
FICTICN it'd go like this
(7e off course would deal
with the soclalozical as-
pects of the plot): A syn-
thérie+f oo manufac turer
creates snow above the num-
erous sites of hydroponics
companies in the hopes of
driving them out of busin-
£S5, The snow raises hob
with the liguored-up plants
and kills every single
solitary vezgtible.  So until
the hydroponics engiheers
can et into oproduction a-
zain, the synth-food ~manu-

facturer has one helluva
time at the expense of the
food~eating people, which

includes practically svery-
one, :0oney rolls in by the
car load, and the synthe-
food manufacturer plans to
snow but the hydroponics
companies continuously.
Filnally one of the hydropon-
ice enzineers zets tanked
up and’zoess out and shoota
the synthe-food manufacturer
right in the -~ azhem, where
it hurts. Bo the two rival
industries square coff, zath-
er their forces, and g« 0
beat the hujunior outa each
other. And whil=s the bat-

~—~={Fage 21)-~~~



%tle royal royals, everybody
goes back to the farms and
raise all the food 1in the
good, o0ld- fashioned way.
And hydroponics and synthe-
food go out of Ttusiness and
evervbody is heppy bu then.

AZIED  might zo at it
this “way: “Terrific bliz-
zards completely cover
Rhode Island with deep snow,
at which Lovecraft turns
restlessly in his unheated
sub-apartmnent. . At first
thies 1is Dblamed on outre
moneters elated with the
death of the late' HP Love-
craft (ten years late), The
Abonminable snowman has " his

share of the blame, But
Jellman brings out his
Shonikins who, it seemed,

incensed about Teing
given second billing in
WJellman stories. S0 they
conjured up this dry-ice
trick and freezed over
Rhode Island ©n Lovecraft.
Carnackl was powerless, and
John Thurston and Crash
Collins c¢ould do no better,
MNeither could Jack GSnow,.
Lovecraft keeps ‘turning o-
ver in his zrave. Teird
Tales' editor goes out to
Rhode Island to investizate
the supernatch occurance,
but, only succeéds’ in freez~
ing her toes and finding a
couple new writsrs. Love-
craft keeps turning. _Bev-
eral fan organizations offer
Satan & few souls if bhefll
come up and brnisth the snow
but be refuses, Beems he
was baving a helluva tipe
keeping derocs from overrun-
ning his joint. . ~Lovecraft
is rhumba-ing by now, :Frap-
tic, famns are weilding
flame~throwers, blow-torches
and Ronson liehders in a
last diteh eatitenpt to un-
freeze pore 1little FERhode
Island. But in vain. Fin-
ally everybody 1ls exhausted
and all prepare to leave the

were-

frozen waste; excegpt Admir-
al  Byrd, who likes it there.
Then, & miricle occurs.
Fhode Island 2ecins to thaw
suti First the barren tops
of the trees appear, tLlhen
the tarnlshed crosses atop
church steeples (tall trees)
Then chimneys protude from
the snow drifts and puff
indignantly. The snow lev~
el lowers and figurss of
achool children appear where
they hed been Journeyinz tp

achool, 3ut they thaw out
to 1life, as do the "~ bipds
cavzht in fllight. Finally

at last every trace of the
snow is gone, The reason
for this ts a2 mystery, until
one Lovecraft fan discovers
that the frictional heat
develoned by HFL whirling
in his 2rave melted the
snows Fandom re jovces, and
Hadley nuts out 2 revised
edition of Lovecraft Under
Rhode Island.

REFPRINTED 7RO FaPaRATION#L
gditéd and published "by Tom
Jewatt at 670 George Street
Clyde, Ohin; for distribu-
tion throucht the FAFA
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METEOPCLIS

By Forest J. Ackerman

TROM THE ALCHEMIST VOL%B~#2
the picture does not make
SENSE., This 1is probably
the fault of the American
editor who cut 4 reels from
the orizinal scrint by Thea
von Harbou (then the wife
of director Fritz Lanz)} and
made a verslon of his owne
I only report what onec asems
without always “being -~a&bke
to explain the whys and
vherefores./

The workers disperse.
Preder 1is left alone with
Maria, who recognises him

and sreetd him with modest
affection. Thney part after
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arrancing to neet again on
the morrow,

Rowtapz ecgme s from
hiding, pursues laria. Ler
flight from fowtancs flasgh-
light in tore styriea dark
is really scary stuff., At
last she 1s captured, taken
ta tre lzvoratory.

Laboratories in Ameri-
can  scientifilms. hive be-
come pretty well standar-
ized in the past 10 or 15
years, patterning pretty
much after the original

"frankenstein" lab. Bu t,

The "l'etropolis" 1lab was
German concieved and about
twice as complicated 25 any
of them. And much nors im-
aginative. Thers 1is one
tremendous sequence, vwhere,
with halos of flouresceat
light encowmpessinzg the ro-
bot, moving uvup and down and
bathing it from head to
foot with radiations, the
physical form of unconcious
lLaria 1s transforaed to the
metzallic Hody.

Youne Fredersen, at-
tracted to the inventor's
house by Iaria's sc¢reams
whem she was siruzsling to
gscape participation in the
cxperiment, has bheen a
prisoner of Rortang and un-
avare of what lhas gone on,
Rowtanz sends the robot-l'a-
ria to John Fredersen for
lnspection. Freder Freder-
sen at lasgt escepes and, a-
rriving at his father's of-
fice, sees what he takes to
be hia sweetheart 1in hris
father?s e.:brace. st this
the world seens to sxplode
in Treder's face {shown on
the sercen) and the floor
onens up and he falls . into
a hottomless plt. In a de=~
lirium he dreaws trat Row-
tang invites a number of
aristocrats to sce tre ro-
bot-larke perform, to son-
vince them of her _1Ifelike
qualitlies. The roh o %

looking exactly 1ike Fredei's
flesh and blcod sweetheart,
does a 1licentious dancse.
The witnesges of this ex-
hibition are hot-eyed, dry-
iipped, convinced of Ro-
twenz's genius in creating
a sinmulacrum of a womane
Preder's dslirium comes to
an end as ne ~Beeg bBtatues
of the 7 Deadly 8ins come
to life. A8 death approa-
thes ©im, playinz on a bons
ag upon a flute, he wakes.

The picture's climax
1s approaching. Ths robot-
paria has returned to the
catacombs to stir up revolt
among the Wworkers. She
spurs then to the déstructs
ion of the =achines, heed-
less of +the fact that in
doinz so they will endanger
thelr subterrancsan c ity,
In these scenesl thot Laria
suberb, [aral was nlayed by
Brizitte Helm, who I under-
stend was only 16 at the
tine. She later anoeared
in a nunber of filims. of .a
fantasticé~themess Herraci-
ing as the nachine controlilsed
hy the nad inventor was
both evil =and robotic,
This &8s not to say that she
walked 1ike a sleenwalker,
jerkzily or nechanically; on
the contrery she was inten-
sely active and su nle; but
sorebow --- inhuman. Like
Catherine I.oore's later
Deidre, "---the talnt of
netzl was upon her---o

Ag electricity plays
all over tine screen and ths
er<at dynamos a nd other
mechanisms explode, it 1is
nite-time above and the
lizhtinz of Illetropolis he-
Zins to assume crazy flash-
ing patterns. The laster
is alarmed. He is called
to his televisor by the su-
prerintendant of the mach-
ines, who informs hin " that
the workers have sone nmad.

4 Turther consequence
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of the worker's wad actions
iz that the water mains
burst and bezin tec flood
the subterranean city. 411
the children's lives are
gendanzered, The real laria
escanss, makes her way to
the underground city to res-

cue the children, Freder
finds her trere, Tozether

they dirsct the exodus from
the doomed worter's world,
whiceh 1s rapidly flooding.

After belng driven by
the 1robot to destroy the
machineg, the workers 'are
suddenly brought to reslize
the reasunlt of thelr-rrash ac-
tion. Whereare the c¢child-
ren? Drowned, no doubt!
and who 1s responsiblse?
arial "Death to the witch!

The robot (heslieved hy
21l to be a rs=al woman) is
dragzed to a city square,.
A numbsr of avtos are vniled
up and tke "wited" teid to
a gstele a2top tleme The cars
ar e get afire, Fowtang
watchss from  a bhidden cor-
ner of a cathedral. Sud-
denly he sples laria, i
tre crowd sees two> of then,
he bhelieves, threy will rsao-
1lize the decention, turn on
thim, Ee attenpts <fo cap-
ture her, ©She flses to the
ton of the church,

43 tre flames mount
about the robot-llaria, the
gynthetic Tlegh: hurns away
to revel the wetallic hody,
Tne crowd drews away in
frizht. Suddenly attention
is attracted to tre top of
the church, wherc the real
Faria is menzced hy the in-
ventor. Jobn Fredersen is
noy in the crowd, swetching
all. Eis son runs to ths
rescue., A breathlsee Ticht
tizh above, and Rowtang is
at last flung totw streete
far bslow.

Last scene of all:
Freder acts a5 the "bheort"
betwgen bhis Tather « the

T T .

"head" -~ and the achiae
sunwrintendant - "The Handsg"
- in ¢ gegne  aymholice. of
tre pew understanding that
has heew hora hetween ths
worters z2nd  rulars of Mcti-
ronolis.

RETRINWTED *FCOM THE »~LCH=I I3T
Vol. 2, No. 2; a2dited and
published by Charies Ford
hansen at 1,01 Ozden 3Street
in Denver 3, Colorodo
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CONTINUED From Page 10

DHE STAR OF LOFE

By Ttromas 5. Gardoner

Frow FANSTODS 16

vigions 13 a farce _from
beginning to cad. Ity s
gtated that the normal bu-
men population of the zalaxy
would refuse to accept ime-
mortality because their
children would be the Third
Len, But under thke con-
d¢ition obtainluz in thas
story such a »reason is en-
tirely invelid!l’ BSince to
attaln imnortelity the peo-
rle hzd to journey to the
Star Of Life 1o be exposed
to its radictions, there is
no réeason at all to deter
the billions of normel men
en other plaenets from Lirst
marrying and haviane their
children of normal, first
nen, rsenetic weke-up, anid
then, after this period of
reproduction, wmaking the
pilzrimage to the Star CF
Life, 1Insteed of this turn
of the plot, the one Hamil-
ton offers is simply that
of having the entlire zalaxy
renounce the Htar OF Life,
This is very mueh a.let-
down, since it is so0 need-
less, It does, 1in a way,
parellel the story of "Kirk
Eamuond, who loves & nd
l1oses 2 eirl of the Second
Meh. Thd one story is sym-=
holical of tlus other.
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chom-—
i¢2l wrocegg, the rete of
which can b 2ffected znd
conbrolled by chemilicsal
MCEENG, "he only wnicce of
work on  radioction on this
field is t-2f. younz ceils
emlt WTigeriolef=17zrt ih

reater dcIree” than do the
21d ecells, znad this is oro-
hably en ¢ffect rather than
4 Cavsd. STE writurs, ~rs

getiing behivd the times;
they ought at l1=2st 1o
i -0 s aeite Bl their
specul=tions up to d=zte,
Sut to return to Zamil-
tony; the tws fallacisg of
mﬂgor lavortence Tt hat we
haves just brouzht osut would
gszem to put biz story be-
hind thz eicht hall, Doas
1t thouzh? ¥ o . that 1
have cusszed the story out

§5 uhobatﬂﬂ’y, em I Dcing-

narsdexical wven I say that
I enjoyzd it vsry much? I
think ast. e | actdon OF
the story 1is well ploted,
the characters are =well
dravin, and the pleot is
hegicalty ~oond, even thoush
vacky Trom the lozical nnd
gscientific viewponints, Zx-
cept Tor toe .Antroiuction
wh*ch is . a_lv nct  an es-
mzat i the main

nl=t, ths story is 22 rz-
h1~hﬂﬁv af :zvcwt -nd dricad

£l m”fr” iP o Bx-
uell;it suroris twigt ©o
e Lot t“F SL”“j tells
a2f g2asupricing cn=inerred
by id EEEoTE of normel men
2 -2infFt +ﬂc tyranny of the
second ilen who have refusesd
Lo perzit® tise grftipjel 1w~
mortslity to he conferred

na thre noriel peopulatlion
“hlls reservinzg it for thenm-
gzlvzg, Zet ws disecover &t
the and that the 3econd [ en
ayve azdily ot such a vil-
L:inoueg  tribe, and that
their secniasly narsh dict-
url s actuslly for the good
ofEh aopiel snecies. for
if i o], sirig e e o Soe

unilversally permiﬁted. this
would lead to the eventual
Adoor-al mankind 2t the bands
of e lcilidreny Sko JWould
e the “cnuinely evil Third
Ilan. Toe Third- Tzn 2re
pictured ag brillnint, but
unetahle, ozrznnids, whose
ascamdancy wauld fbhpinss

R B u
trifc  and mlzery Lo the
”"l’;J. namnliton disnos

of them yery "dleverly by
introducincg a wezpop which
strilies at  their unstable
minds =znd converts them to
iupotent schizophre nice,
The Fourt™ ron tUra out to
hs no menace, once’ the con-
fliectw awmony the precediaz
gpecies 1s resolved, They
tre commnlately haoyond hunan
mativetions and nrefer fo
vitndrey  enbirsly from the
zeleckic*ocans fosxh on_ te
ends  wnice: only they can
envigion,

50 there is still -
neush wmeat in  the story to
permit one w0 enjcy it des-
pite dits failincs, I be-
lizve tbh2t it willl rats
€aslily =mon: the first doz-
en heet novels nublicshed in
Stertling since its “Incep-
tion. rLziailion is perhaps
hetter re € hersd  for toe

! e~ (F225.35) ==~
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vast zmount of beclkworl W
hasg perpstrﬂtri- tiirt, how-
gver, hea not nrevented hin

from ocecuprinT 2 nlarce =2-
ToREEtheBe 5t 3 ClilseaT T EANOT
writers of yesterdasy ond
today, TFTor he has shown
tha* ke ce2n turn out cood
atuff when he tries, Thi

time he ~lmost produced
claggiza, ot mlzzed Tt ha=
giEnaesEe e ve IRithe fiiss-
inz faluts we hnve diesecussed,

G

FEPRINTED ¥RON TAK-TODS #1'
Fdited and nutlishisdhy Morm
Stanley et 4355 Tread Street
Fockland, ialne Tor distri-
bution throuch the FAPA

e

CONTINUED From Paze 8

CeITICS

by B0B TUCKER

From F4aN-TODS 416

1ea, 1e&% me add the fol-
1owing,

geveral weels ofter my
volume was puhlished I pur-
chasnd 2 comprshensive and
critical volume on the
technigue of +the nmystery
gtory, to find ovk what I
we.s missinT, et I disccove
ered in thot volume amazed
me, The hook included many
setg of rules and w”*ulﬂ—
tiong for the “lottin” and
writiny of mroteriss, rulea
1l2id down hy 2117 aorts of
well kpovmn mames in the
field, including Chestarton,
Fardner, Van dine,-and ou-
cher. It didn't take nme
long to dlzcover thet I had
iznorantly hroken abnout 5O,
of those mlas, :;rjr ntly,
becanse I simply had not
known zuch fantastiec rulceo
axisted.

My -brealing them caused
ne ill-effects  other than
2 reviewer here end theore
compleininey that I wag un-
conventmo““l which I sup-
pose 1s z cri- in itself,

......._.i

|

"

|

Deathaeyr <oz adopt o . smug,
"y =nt auny with it/ atii-
tuds T ennid thet thoge
r1_'|1r_l'.-j.~ h-._* ‘.'fﬂ_lf‘E!P. A e "llﬁ‘d

Wingters” ~pre gooudh popny-

coni, dnghod e g
perticulz r Mwmestert  wh oo
1ikes to think +that the
Lystery story should be sur-
roennded by ruless, Following
ere the "rules" I unknow-
inxly nrokes judme for your
gelf.

(1) No mystsry noy cm-
plor & Chinanan, (2) MNo
chtarv may  cmhody o love

St 45" Mo oyt ery
may be told in the foru of
letters. (%) Mo myeterymny

ollow 211 aven-rermoctsly sym-
patheflc character to bhe
the oulnrit, (5) A11 %ill-
ings must he  the work of
ame  indiviiducl, (6) The
nystery nay not be less than
20,000 words in lsnzth,
And cther idiotic prezula-
tions which escaps me at the
memsat,. To ne, these riles
S¥ne.y lack reason, Zven
paSsaiiiashonoredy plot  of
the 123107y Meing cuxnoscd in
the last chapter has gone
overboards,o nsw  aystery
neow on stle names the killer
an the second page hut you
Aon't Tird out who wnos killed
until the 1ozt prge,

Reveiw #6:  "fhe Chi-
nege Coll's..els 2 bit on
the hardbolled side but
witih o cleverly *twisted
p1 t thmt pecls o terrific

mllon, ~2nd severcl
alony the wry. I
cﬂﬁcc*”‘l 1iked this ons
ard 1t's & first novel.
Tt cutbhor ig o Dirmaotor U f

the Fantasy Foundation----

.0 ning 2 fontasy fen ny-
felf, o8 well 28 a writer
of Welird Tales, I found the
nctes abhout r. Tucker nost
intricuing, and sholl  be
vagohiss ont. fars his aext
with inferest.” --syndiceat-
¢d column by Dorothy Quick

e
L



in eastern papers.

Ackzrman hesltates,
loclks at his stack of Weird
Tales, andls lost. Dorocthy
2iick can't be worng,. can
she? 50 he keeps two copies,
Beslides, 1look at the nice
plug for the Foundation.
Yes, two coples.

Review #7: "Like mys~
teries that demand sharp
wlts? Thie is_your meat if
it 18« * Mr. ZTucker thas
vorked out a unique problen
with the clues there for
you to see--1f you can pen-
etrate their various guises.
It is written in the form
od letters, but don't let
that stop you," ---Cmaha
World-Herald,

Mow conalder poor ‘ck-
Epts plight. By this time
he 18 asg hefuddied as the
author, And then he plcks
up, purely by chance-agalin,
the December 28th lssue of
the Baturday Reviesw and
reads that the "Doll" was
the second—cleverest mys-
tery of: the year. He's
1SaE,  ENND s | ol 11 e
all buy a half dozen copies
Just to be on the safe side
and mnake me a bhatful of
dirty currencye.

The gist of the matter
can be summed up thusly:
Critics aren't worth the
money paid them nor the pub-
licity heaped upon them be-
cause their views and values
differ so radically that a
reader who suscribes +to
mere than one publication
in which gsuch reviews appear
can wind up only bheing con-
fused, not knowing which to
believe., ‘he metropolitan
reviewer i1s an over-ciick
sonnisticate who sits in
his towsyr and pretends to
know the reading tastes of
the entire nation, possibly
not rezlizinz that his own
taste 1is jJjaded “heyond re-
demption because of an over-

consumption of the commod:-
ty he reviews, The Smazil
Tovm reviewer on the other
hand maybe reads one or two
bonks per week and a no-
better-than-averace novel
gnploylng a radical new
trick will sweep him off
his feet,

Okay, Warner, I'm at
the end of my not-too~subtle
blast of publicity and ego-
boo, Let's have the nasty
remark.

FEPRINTED FRQOMN FAN-TODS #16
Edited and nublished by Norm
Stanley at 43A Broad Street
Roeckland, Maine for distri-
bution_throu h the FAPA
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Cont from page 16

COLl ECT ING

By H. Cheney, Jr.

From &ROLD CHENEY, JR.

us cprle 5, we'd hnp in our
jolopy and ride of. %o the
prey. Upon arriving ' and
being aduittsd to a musty
attie, we would see:a bunth
of worthless Junk. Careful
search would ..4igeloas that
there were perhaps 3 or &
valuable books 1h the lot.
We would reassemble the
plle and assume a ceritical
alir. Finally, after much
chin-pullirg and brow-
wrinkline, we would offer
them from 25¢ to 32.00 for
the bunch. "You'd be - gur-
prised how fast =some old
widow with DOrph&ane - waould
sccept. (heh) When we zot
them home we'd plek bdut the
valuable ones and maybe zet
about $10 for them from in-
terested collectorg. The
rest, except for a flew in-
tereating ones we kept for

. our personal ccecllieetion, we

burned.

Are yvou with me? Well
now it wouldn't be too hard
to adjust that to stf masgs,

——--(Fags 37) -



would 1t? Trourh ads in
the classified would recicve
perhaps less atten tion,
they would be less bother
than the fire alarm cards.
An ad somethlnz like thias:
WANTED: Cash for wyour 0ld
Pulp maga zing &.
drgogy, #+#ll-Story,
Amazing, Welrd, and
Fantaztic. No Love
Detective or West-
ern, please.
might do the trick. 7T wont
cgtimete on Thow much re-
sponge you will: méf, Dut
you should zet sore. An-
SWEY 8Very reoly. You'll
probanly see a varied as-
sortment of junk, but the

lawe of averases will help
YO, Jhen you do 1locats
cone stfers among some oth-
cra, casuzlly offcr 254 for
the. buach, sfter alli, you
ere juct carting away some
junk tley were planning oo
throwing away. Keep ot it
ton. 45 you acquire a rep-
utation Tfor huying mags,
people 211 cver the county
will be phoring vy ou about
1ookinz cher bupncheg of maz-
azines in their atvic. You
s that complete
Tor 525,

M ¢

rioted from RAROLD CHENZIY
published at this add-
el el HaE I FA _ond. SARS

FROM BLITHERINGS

by Chandler Davis

DYNTHESIS

Is 1t to tramg in
Up patbient Hill

i W
g 1 &
To Teel the loving ha
Upeon our foreheads?

B0

th tramping plnes
anting mysiery,

SUmmeEr rain

to gaze from hilltop,

Feo =
ckHg

In wide bright wonder, at the purple grass
rar woven_ on the acuiescent loom

brook-lined meadows?

Is it to sit on high,

Among, leaf-shadowed branches of a tree,

A bedch so cooly

dim ws ¢an pretend,

At noon, that twilight 1liss upon our eyes?

"Cr le At tDp prod dellcatsly
With febrile fleshless fingers

The intricate unknown

To build the cold hard ualverse of mind
Cn structure of eye and ear

(Structure dubious

Dark cornersd)

(Jorld that chanzes

Destroying)
{Mind thaf flies

Space airiess and unhounded)

To interegate

From gero to infinity?

Is it that?

Which 1s first? Yhat is good?

Iz it perbhaps to tred with fieet of men ;
Cld childhood'ls anciecnt and ensorcelasd mountains?

Is 1t perhaps to zaze

with wiser eves

Iipon the child-~faded meadow? Is it perhaps
o relish leaf-stirred breeze upon our checks,
To relish it the more now, knowlinz?

1o pee the settling evening migt ds_vapodr
Yielding its spirifhood iafo the cold,

To hear the bullfroz’

distant song as poly-

Chromatic radisnce of sphere-spread sound,
To relish it the more now, knowiag?

REFRINTED FROM BLITHERINGS
16 Eighland 3t., Cambridse

£7 Published by Chandler Davis ot
38, lass Tor the FAPA and VAPA

womw(Page 28) ===



LIS

(=R

2! )
/ T
] S ~,
f\ /': 5 { \
- LNt /5’\\ =%
! 3
2 \-( 3 T S~ ; ; ?
T P SRR o L/ N il /
s e e o e R Loy
‘ | | Lt _‘_,/ R 1 X \ " ,_,
’  FRERS (T 2 oy \‘\ ,) /." \ e 7 '—":,r";.‘ / G
s Xl iy /o
LN Ay ,\ s 3 ~Z
i ‘~v._ﬁ/1 — M’—l’?

From John Cockroft, 4 Winship Ave., San Anselmo, Calife

e Carelids :

Well I,finally recieved FANTASY ASPECTS a couple of days
230 and was quite pleased, It is irdeed 2 pub worthy of the
Cheney name.

Sey that cover foremat is really hote I only wish that
I thot of it first. Stell would bs imnroved 1007 with & cove
er like that, --The double columning in the front of the 1lsh
ig 2lsd gpost conmmeadable., It would be nice to sec the whole
meg thet way, hut f~r Ye it from me to wilsh 2ll thaet work on
you ({your wish is our commend. Ed.))

A11 of the meteri~l was zond and definitaly worth ro-
printing, 3ot why did you rin thetr progine 1irdex? It seems
superilous when tne considers the fTact that Faptesoy Founda-
tion hes isqued one that 1s vastly mors complcte and 2 1ot
more inforzative.

L reprint zine has 2 very hizh stondord Lo live up to,
There ia no exeuse Tor you nct havine the hisghecst quality
zine in fandems: ¥You heve the pick of every crop. .This is
where editing shows up.

Sincercly
From 4. Langley Searliszs, L9 E. 235th 3t. New York City 66

Dear H. C.

‘pie is 2 rether bhelated comment on the first issue of
Fentesy Aspccets, which arrived scme time age,

You've renlly got something there! I thought that the
1dea of a2 fan magezine reprinting the best material from
punlications in the fileld was 2 good one hefore Fantagy As-
pects appeared---and now I'm sure of it, This NFFF periodi-
cal is definitely worthwhile, and probably comes nearest to
replacing the late lamentcd Vamrpire,

Especially valuable was John Nitke's volume index of
g=f pros., 7The other articles were entextaining, varing in
quality from recdabllity to exccllsncs.

Sinceresly,

From Bob 3tein, 514 e Vienne Ave,, Milwaukee 12, 'lis.

Hello Hurryy -
«---The zine is & good idea, except that many fons will be
reading materizl for the sccond Ling .-~
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Prom Harry Yarner, Jre, 303 Bryan Pl. Heg€rotovmi. 1Md.

Dear Haorcld:

~—-T thousht you Aid an cxeelleat joh m the first icsue of
hos o defindte place in

the publiceticn, It 1:c
the fan field-~if

the number s” fanzlncs I recicve

continue to

decling 1t may turn into the principel sourcc of fan writings

4L

for me, if focte---
ol

From Thyril L. Ladd of 33 Cuylcr Ave., Albany

Dear Harold:

Today*s nall-breugat ¢ the
and I decira to hasten to salute you,
trad¢tive and intercoting macgezinc,

This issue is well worth the 1%¢,
fing article., T have hilsg lcons article
this 18 rmost excellenpt as coincidental

The index of Feantasy magarzincs 1is

checklist for thosc who go in for collecting
pcrsonnl

in thelr cntirety. As you arc sware,
telcs from than and heve than bﬁnnd.
I have

somewhere asround 79 of thesc houn

ure,

2, N Yo

cpopy of “"Fentosy iLspecte,’

L

for putting out an

if only for E. Hs.
on Wrignt in "Trc
to it.

a weluable itern, as

Fantagy la
ly, I cxcc
.If rny count 185 ¢

1 1 v r)—l ure o g

FueD &P
e

#1
at-

Pricée's
& SrerYe

a
gnzincs
rot
SRR Y,
nf

varying thicknegsg,~- and reybe 24 or 50 ﬁﬁre awry heling bound.

The last 1ot Lo arrive were % volunog
crial,
that mqgazine alone -

favorite, with rc.
cutchiLCC.
this from "Skull-Face and Others" --
{(Wcll, perbrmo
zen, bubt-=-- Ed,))
our thenk
swell letters telling what they didn't
tasy Aspects. How about onc from you?

Jee Kennedy Joe Firschnick
Samn Moskowitz : W. 3. Jouston

Norman Stanlcy Prul Spcncer
alastalr Cancron Tor Jewebtt

Len J.Moffatt "y Diner
J.F. Guinon ' John Z. Eeocetner
D. B. Thomnpcocon R. R. Recd .

of a1l "ieira Talco”
whiceh T helleve ~iveos me 2 dozen or bheticr of ctu
“O”tly older issues,.
cspceiclly intecrested in away, beine bound,
fair - callecd “LLMURIC and OTHERS" by Robt. E.
Sorc contecnd that "Alruric
i thlnh, g oell, th”u Derlcth

wat A.D.
tich, 2e nuch as he own, preferring atnosphere
"Elrurice" in a little more. faﬂtnetlc than Tor-

toward, o

crrcd in oni
alweys ovo
and nood.,

s @0 out to the \f‘Dl"LD\rr"fnf1r who aloo wrotc ia

cr did ‘likc ahout

D. qutcml

ot -
£ fron
I heve onc I'nm

- 2n 211 "v,T." af-
t

EIRS 8

is Howardic o

tting
ids oe-

FJ_J

e

on

Richerd Soilr

Joe Schaunburscer
Harley Sachs

"Art Rmpp
Ned McGeown

F, B. &nderson
Guerry Brown

Don Bratton
Lin Carter

Welt Dunkelberser
D, C. Richardson

I Cl Breany

“K. M., Caerloon

D, A. YrecInnce
Boff Perry
L. AVarbach
Lleyd Lipaush, Jr.
Richard Frank
Gerry Frordyceg
Dclhert Gront

.« Hudson

Cee Peterzen
Steanley Ckiove

b

——--y Page  30) -~

Laurence

Don Ringler
Jeller
Phil Frosder
Beak Taylor
Gary Frrdyce
Al B e i

Le By Lopcoz
David Miller

(e pc e T
Charles Lucas
Hu s Fa ey



MOORT, WADE

dreener Than You Think

New Yorks William Sloane hssoclates, Incs, 1947, 358pp.

#3450

Further Informztion: First Edition, Jacket design by Wold~
gang Rolf, Speer Classification: 35,8 ~ 43,5

Review: Mr, Ward's book,as
host hard cover fantasies
are, is a novel firat, fan-
tasy second, This revisy,
being read b fauoas; en-
thusiasts, will deal mbbe
or less with thls second as~
pect of the book,

The story conaigts of
the written histppy of the
"erass" as written by AlBert
Weener, the protagonist of
the story. Tt starts with
his answering of an adver-
tlsement for a salesman by
Josephine ‘5. Francils, an
agrostological engineer,s
unhanpered by degrees or
diplomas, a secker of the
truth., Bhe hes developed
a solution called "the Met-
amorphizer,”  This preper-
atlon enables a plant o
mutate 1tself so as to a=
dapt itself to any given
environment, and maké the
most -~ 0f* that - environnént.
It is Miseg Francis' idea to
apply this to grainsso that
they will grow anywhere, on
rocks as well as soll, and
arow better,

Weener's job is to
gell the DMetamorphizer to
sone farmers! . in: ‘order to
raise some working capital.
Weener can not see thig
grendiose plan, but envis-
ilons the money to be made
in selling it as & lawn re-
storer. Though the Mctamor-
phizer is not yot¥parfcécted

-

AGROSTOLOGY (' r¥o £41*o ji)
e brancka of systematic bot-
any treating of the grasses

or undcrstoeod thoroughly by
its inventor, Weener takes
a small sample and goes out
to see what he can do. He
immediately decldes to fol-
low hils plan. He applies
the Betamorphizer to a lawn
and so unfolds the tale.
Weené#'s characteria-
tion is not difficult to see,
A8 the one through whonm the
story 1s seen, he is made a
small, weak nan, so that the
rcader, coQmparing himself
with Weener, as is natural,
ig zratified at the con-
trast, and able to say, "1f
I were in his place--=,"
The idea of plant 1ife
gone wild is by mo meang a
novel idea to those who
have pursusd stfantasy to

eny lcngtha, The .1dea of
providing the plant with the

neans of adapting itselfl to
any -savironmnont 1s still



fairly fresh, however, (Sce
The Adaptive Ultimate, by
Stanley Welnbaum under the
pseud, of J, Jessel.) The
plet path, though old, is
still one of the best for
suspense; that i3 starting
with an unimportant, trivial,
Incident that grows, zrows
inexorably until it uliti-
mately destroys the woprld,
Moore's tandling of
an atmosphere of sinister-
ness that develops unhe-
knownst to the charascters
is wvery nice., He shewm:cn
fair amount of imagination
in the devices that his
characters use in battling
the grass. There are seve~
eral methods I woubd have
tried, such as cutting off
the grass's suply of oxy-
gen, or smothering it in
ite own waste matter; but
a8 Moore sShows in his story,
by the time sueh methods
would have achleved any
recognition, 1t would have
been too late to uge thenm.
A1l througzh the story, the
air of "too little ---too
1ate" runs. If we had but
uged this method thatwe are
uging now, eariler, 1t
would have done the job,
Severel places in the sto-
ry, one of the ccheracters

will wention space travel
as gymbolizing the hhéibht
of foolishness in specula-
tion., If ¥r., Moorse had but
asked any competent phylcist
or nsclentlol, howmesuld
have secen thet pace flight
is not such a far-off drean
of wide -eyed c¢rack-pots.
Indeed, nterplane tary
flight is one of the ttpp
regerch projlects in the US
Army's experiments with
rocket misciles,

The ending of QGreener
Then Yo Think 1s good.
Here Moore ehows that he
does not mean to compro-
nise this btory - no "Wake-
up-and-find-it s~a~dream"
ending, or such poppy-cock
an "Is-often ingsertdd in
hard-cover fantasy to make
it "palatable" for the
nore nmnundane readers mars
this story:

Taken as & pure fanta-
SY 4 and compared to the oth-
er'classlics of this field,
Greener Than You Think stands
up well, We can glve you
no higher recommndatlon
than to gay without a doubt
that eventually +this story
will be reprinted iIin FFM.
Dot wait for thls, however,
for you'll %' mnibslng na
gregt treat in the meantine,
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dorgeous “Off-Trail" Novel
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BURNING HEART
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